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WSDA Organic
Program Update
Scott Rice, Washington State Department of Agriculture
Organic Program, Olympia, WA
Greetings and Happy Fall from the WSDA Organic Program. While many
producers reported a delayed spring this year, summer at the WSDA Organic
Program has proven busy as ever! As summer crops are coming in strong,
our field inspectors around the state are completing annual inspections.
Despite a sluggish economy, our number of certified operators has remained
relatively stable. There are currently 746 producers and 378 handlers and
processors certified.

USDA Organic Cost Share Funds
New for 2011, USDA certified operators are eligible for one
reimbursement per scope of production. USDA recognizes
four scopes of certification: crops, wild crops, livestock, and
handling (includes processing). The cost share program is noncompetitive and funds are awarded on a first-come, first-serve
basis. The reimbursement covers up to 75% of costs associated
with certification, but will not cover late fees, transitional
certification fees, or fees associated with WSDA’s International
Organic Program. Operations with multiple scopes could receive
a reimbursement up to $1,500.00.
WSDA office will send operators who have already applied for
a cost share reimbursement with WSDA and have more than one
scope listed on their producer certificate (crops and livestock),
additional reimbursements by December 1st. For operators who
have not submitted their initial cost share applications, they
may do so by completing 1) the Organic Cost Share Application,
2) a signed W-9 form, and 3) the Statewide Vendor Registration
form. These forms are available for download from WSDA’s
website, http://agr.wa.gov/FoodAnimal/Organic, or by contacting
the WSDA office at 360-902-1805 or organic@agr.wa.gov.

NOP to Host Public Listening Session
September 20, 2011, 8:30am – 4:00pm
The USDA Organic Working Group and USDA National Organic
Program (NOP) are convening a public listening session to receive
stakeholder and other public input concerning the Department’s
activities and priorities related to supporting organic agriculture
production, handling, and markets. General categories open for
comment are activities and priorities of 1) the USDA NOP, not
including items related to the National Organic Standards Board
(NOSB), and 2) USDA agencies and programs beyond the USDA
NOP. The listening session is free and open to the public. More
information can be found at http://1.usa.gov/o5OEx9.

NOSB response to Recommendations
Made at April 2011 Meeting
On August 11, 2011, the NOP issued a response to the
recommendations put forward by the NOSB at their spring
meeting in Seattle. The NOSB recommended the following:
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1. Renewing, removing, or amending the final 28 material
listings on the National List of Allowed and Prohibited
Substances scheduled to expire during 2012;
2. amending the existing listing for tetracycline;
3. adding attapulgite, used to clarify plant and animal
oils, to § 205.605(a); and
4. amending the definition of chemical change.
The NOSB also made recommendations to make changes to
their Policy and Procedures Manual. The complete text of the
NOP’s response can be found at http://1.usa.gov/qkKdQK.

NOP Draft Guidance
Draft guidance documents explain NOP statutory or regulatory
requirements to certified operations and accredited certifying
agents (ACAs). To increase the quality and transparency of agency
guidance practices, NOP issues draft guidance documents for
public comment prior to their finalization in the Federal Register.
When finalized, these documents are intended to provide a
uniform method for operators and certifiers to verify compliance
with NOP regulations.
When draft guidance documents are finalized, the public will
be notified through a notice of availability and the final guidance
documents will be incorporated in the NOP Program Handbook,
available at http://www.ams.usda.gov/NOPProgramHandbook.
The most recent final guidance documents, issued in May of this
year, include issues of compost and vermicompost, wild crop
harvesting, commingling and contamination prevention, and the
use of chlorine materials in organic production and handling.
The following guidance documents will soon be finalized:
•
•
•
•

NOP 5027 - The Use of Kelp in Organic Livestock Feed
NOP 5028 - Responding to Results from Pesticide
Residue Testing
NOP 5029 - Seeds, Annual Seedlings, and Planting
Stock in Organic Crop Production
NOP 5030 - Evaluating Allowed Ingredients and Sources
of Vitamins and Minerals for Organic Livestock Feed,
Feed Supplements, and Feed Additives

More information on draft guidance documents can be found at
http://1.usa.gov/q6TBri.

WSDA Organic Advisory Board to Meet
in Yakima November 10, 2011
The WSDA Organic Advisory Board (OAB) will meet on
November 10, 2011, just before the Tilth Producers annual
conference in Yakima, WA. Members of the public are welcome to
attend but must RSVP to Organic Program Manager Brenda Book
at bbook@agr.wa.gov before the meeting. Once the agenda is set,
it will be available on the Organic Program’s website, http://agr.
wa.gov/FoodAnimal/Organic.

Tilth Producers Quarterly

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Diane Dempster, Tilth Producers Board President

I find that growing crops and growing an
organization have parallels. The long cool spring
made growth here at Tilth Producers seem slow, but
now there is a good harvest underway.

Growing Tilth Producers
Tilth Producers is truly a unique
organization. Growers from across the state
make up the majority of our Board of Directors. This puts folks
on the farm at the helm of our work on sustainable and organic
farming issues. Tilth Producers is the voice of organic agriculture
in Washington because we are organic agriculture in Washington.
A working board made of busy farmers, however, also poses
challenges to our staffing and programs that we must address.
The organization is at an important stage in its staff and board
development. In the coming year, we plan to hire an Executive
Director and build nonprofit management skills among our Board
of Directors. Our amazing staff members, Nancy, Kelsey and
Randi, are doing a great job, but they cannot keep up with all
we are asking of them. In addition, we are transitioning from a
working board model that charges board members with running
all of our programs, to a governing board model that empowers
board members to manage the organization.
We have an upcoming Board of Directors election and are looking
for folks with experience in fundraising, leadership development,
computer technology, nonprofit management, human resources
and, of course, organic and sustainable farming to join the board.
We are especially in need of more Eastside board members. If you
have the time, energy, and enthusiasm to become a board member
and want to learn more, please call me or another board member.
I invite all of you to join us in electing new board members
during our annual membership meeting at the Yakima Convention
Center on Sunday, November 13, 2011 at 8:45 am. (We encourage
you to attend the meeting regardless of whether you register for
the conference.)

37th Annual Conference
Conference registration is now open and packets have been
mailed out to members! If you haven’t received yours yet, please
visit the Tilth Producers website and learn more on page 8. Our
conference theme is “Designing Resilient Farms for a Changing
Planet.” The event focus is on creating farms, ranches, and
orchards that adapt to changes in climate, markets, technology,
and regulations.
Our Friday agenda has four symposia, including a farm tour to
Tieton, a session on policies affecting small and mid-sized farms,
and a session focused on fire blight and spotted winged drosophila.
I’m excited about the thirty workshops we’ve put together for
Saturday and Sunday and the concurrent Spanish language track.
I hope you can join us for a weekend of building farmer know-how
and networking.
Fall 2011

WOW! Washington Organic Week
	Governor Gregoire has proclaimed the second week in
September Washington Organic Week! Tilth Producers
hosted multiple events over the week to promote Washington
organics, including an organic cocktail contest, an organic
beer and chocolate tasting, and Forks Up for Farmers, in which
participating restaurants cooking organic meals donated a
percentage of their evening profits to us. Thanks to sponsorships
from retailers, wholesalers, and packing sheds we ran “Buy
Washington Organic” ads on the radio, in print, and on Seattle
Metro buses. In addition, we created materials for consumers
that describe the benefits of Washington organics. We have a
supply on hand, so please contact us if you’d like some for your
business. Tilth Producers made a good splash with this year’s
Washington Organic Week and we’re looking forward to doing
even more in 2012.

Farm Walks
Tilth Producers and WSU Small Farms co-hosted eleven
outstanding farm walks this season. Hundreds of farmers and
interns learned about creating value-added products, farming
with draft horses, GAPs, current WSU research on strawberries,
farm system diversification, and large scale composting from
experienced growers and researchers. Visit our website for past
farm walk booklets if you missed out on any.

Policy
Many Tilth members identify policy concerns as their highest
priority for our organizational service. We have responded by
hiring our first policy intern, Ariana Taylor-Stanley. Ariana keeps
us up-to-date on policy issues, makes necessary phone calls, and
writes letters on behalf of Tilth members. She is also organizing
the half-day Annual Conference Policy Symposium. Keep a look
out for relevant policy information our new policy blog, which is
in the formative stages on the Tilth Producers website.

Fundraising
It has been a challenging year for fundraising, but we have great
support from our members. Thank you for pulling us through last
year – we rely on you and sincerely appreciate your support.

Tilth Producers seeks your nominations for

Farmer of the Year & Advocate
of the Year . Each year, Tilth Producers
honors individuals who have gone the extra
mile to promote the mission of the organization.
Awards will be given to at the annual conference
to an outstanding farmer for their efforts in land
stewardship (Farmer of the Year) and
to an individual for their contributions to the
sustainability of organic farming (Advocate of
the Year) . Nominate online or write
organic@tilthproducers.org by October 31, 2011.
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